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rebels against royal authority, such as Hugh of Crecy, son of
Guy, lord of Rochefort; others were mere brigands, like
Hugh of Le Puiset, who had humiliated Philip I in 1079.
There were some still worse, who took a perverted delight
in cruelty for its own sake, such as the infamous Thomas of
Marie, son of the lord of Coucy, who tortured and murdered
unoffending peasants, robbed and imprisoned merchants, and
made his name a by-word for inhumanity. Against all of
these Louis was unwearied in waging war, actuated partly
by his desire for order, partly by a chivalrous impulse to
help the oppressed, partly by a love of fighting for its own
sake. Rarely was he unsuccessful in any of the expeditions
he undertook, yet it took him most of his reign to complete
the task; there were indeed numerous barons to be brought
to book, but it was his own temperament that was largely
responsible for the delay in accomplishment. It was almost
as if he were engaging in tournaments rather than wars : the
defeated knight must be treated chivalrously and pardoned;
and then he had to be defeated all over again. Thus in 1111
he captured Le Puiset, razed it to the ground, and kept Hugh
prisoner. Released the next year, Hugh rebuilt his castle ;
and once more it was attacked and demolished. This had
to be done a third time in 1118, but not before Hugh had
succeeded in killing with his own hand the seneschal Anseau
of Garlande. After this there was no pardon for him; he
ended his life on pilgrimage in the Holy Land. Hugh of
Crecy was personally more dangerous to the king; he
engineered regular revolts, especially in 1112. He too was
defeated more than once, though again it was not until 1118
that he was finally overcome ; he had treacherously murdered
a fellow baron, which put him outside the pale, and he had to
expiate his crime by entering a monastery. Thomas of Marie
survived much longer. In 1112 he made common cause
with the townsmen of Laon who had murdered their bishop,
and thereby acquired strongholds from which to extend his
depredations. The Church was roused: in 1114 a papal
legate at Beauvais solemnly excommunicated him, and a
regular crusade was preached against him. Louis captured
his castles and forced him to yield unconditionally. But
even Thomas of Marie was pardoned (it was only merchants
aad peasants that he had maltreated) and let loose on the